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I.—Fore1en Porrtics. 


Tue Sakis, of the 2nd September, says that a cloud has become visible 
on the North-Western horizon. A similar 
cloud appeared several times before, but it was 
always dissipated by the high wind of diplomacy. But this time it looks 
-ather ominous, and will probably give rise to a storm. Frightened by the 

rowls of the Bear, the British Lion has tried to secure the friendship of the 
Amir by gratting him a subsidy in money and arms. But this friendship 
is not likely to last much longer, for the Amir has become suspicious, both of 
the Bear and of the Lion. And not only this, but he is actually making 
reparations for a war. He has ordered an army of twenty thousand men to 
hold itself in readiness to march at a moment’s notice. What the true object 
of these warlike preparations is it is not easy to guess, but it is given out that 
the Amir intends shortly to undertake a jehad. People fear lest the Amir 
should use the money and arms supplied to him by the British Government 
against that Government itself. 

The best thing for the British Government to do now is to give up its 
scheme of railway extension into Afghanistan and its habit of interfering 
in the internal affairs of that country. A war with Afghanistan now will be 
simply a disaster, seeing that in such a contingency it is not the Amir alone 
with whom the British Government will have to reckon. Russia will surely 
be at his back, and it will be no easy task to defeat the Amir supported by 
Russia. 

9. The Sakachar, of the 3rd September, says that, according to the 

Indian merchants, the levy of exorbitant 
rte Amir, Abdur Rahman and the duties by the Amir of Afghanistan on all goods 


passing through his territory has very nearly 
destroyed all trade between India and Central Asia. The question now arises, 


will Government take any steps to put an end to this state of things? The 
Amir is gradually carrying matters to extremes. He has got his throne 
through the favour of the Government of India, which still keeps his rivals 
and enemies imprisoned at a large expenditure of money from the Indian 
exchequer. If Yakub and Ayub had been free, Abdur Rahman would, by 
this time, have been a pensioner in the court of Bokhara. Government is 
also supplying him with arms, ammunition and money, but what does it get in 
retura for all this? The writer has said, and is still saying, that the policy 
which Government has adopted towards Afghanistan is erroneous. Though 
it treats the Amir as an independent sovereign, it nevertheless declares that 
if necessary it will march soldiers into Candahar, Ghuzni, and other places in 
Afghanistan. This declaration has made the Amir uneasy, and it is for this that 
he is so unwilling to see railways constructed within his territory. He thinks— 
and so does every Afghan—that when the necessity arises Government will 
take as much of Afghanistan as it may require. Again, the Amir says that he 
will not be guarantee for the life of any British ambassador in his capital. All 
this shows that, notwithstanding the large sums of money which Government 
has spent, and is still spending, for the Amir, it has not been able to make 
atrue friend of him. Every Indian knows tbat it is not a good policy to 
keep Afghanistan asa buffer between India and Russia. But the Govern- 
ment and its European officials are so enamoured of this buffer policy that 
they do not see the mistakes which they are committing by giving effect to it. 
They may rest assured that in case a war breaks out with Hussia not a 
Single Afghan will fight on their side. Does Government really expect that 
the Afghans, whose territories it invaded three times, will be its friends? 

hey know very well that if their country had not been a poor one it would 
have been by this time annexed by the English. They know, moreover, that 

ersia would not have been able to maintain its independence if England, 


The Amir’s attitude. 


SARTI, 
Sept. 2nd, 1890. 


SAHACHAR, 
Sept. 3rd, 1890. 
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instead of Russia, had been its neighbour. Government should therefore 
give up all bope that when the necessity arises the Afghans will fight for it 
against Russia. Besides, it does not look proper that a powerful Government 
like that of India should pay a tribute (by what other name should the 
writer call it?) of 12 lakhs of rupees tothe Amir of Afghanistan. Government 
should therefore give the Amir to understand that if he injures the trade 
between India and Central Assia by means of his exorbitant duties, his 
allowance will be stopped. There is no reasdn why Government should be 
so afraid to offend the Amir. The turn which affairs will ultimately take ig 
very clear, but why in the meantime should the Indian merchants be 
deprived of their profit? If the Amir does not reduce the imposts levied by 
him on foreign goods at the request of Government, the latter should ley 

duties on all goods passing into India from Cabul. This will bring the Amir 
to his senses. It is a mistake, and an idle hope, to think of checking the 
advance of Russia by means of a ‘ buffer policy.’ 


singe Sage 8. The Bhdrat Mitra, of tne 4th September, says that the English 
Sept. 4th, 1890. 

| — Government placed Abdur Rahman on the 

ti@uo °° mu throne of Afghanistan in the hope that he 


would side with it against the Russians. In 
this hope, too, it has up to this time supplied the Amir with money and arms, 
But from the Amir’s disregard of the Viceroy’s remonstrances on the subject 
of the cruel treatment of criminals in Cabul, and from his opposition to 
the proposed railway to Jellalabad, it is clear that he will not be friends with 
the Engiish. The Amir was long a protegé of Russia, and it is but natural 
that he will side with her. But why are the Knglish so anxious to secure 
his friendship at any cost, when they can count upon the support of the 
whole of the Indian population ? 


II].—Home ApMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


Bs —— oe 4. The Sakti, of the 2nd September, says that people will have some 
ee idea of the earnings of even the lowest police 
officials from the fact that Ambika Charan 
Chakravarti, constable under the District Superintendent of Police, Burrisal, 
has left at his death asum of Rs. 14,000. The man was known to have no 
other source of income than his post of police constable. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. <A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 2nd September, 

, . says that as a judicial officer Mr. Moore, the 

we Moore, Joint-Magistrate of present Joint-eM avistrate of Magura, ae euke 

agura. — . 

done even Mr. Luson upon his first arrival in 

that subdivision. He said that Mr. Luson had done but very little 

towards quelling the indigo disputes, and had simply made an empty demon- 

stration, but he himself would cause indigo to be sown and quell the distur- 
bances at the same time. 


The earnings of police officials. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 2nd, 1890, 


i 6. The Sudhdkar, of the 5th September, referring to the distur- 
oe The offending school-boys of Dur- bances created by certain school-boys at the 
eee Durbar lately held by the Lieutenant-Governor 


at the Durbhunga school, says that school-boys have really become forward, 
wicked, and unruly for want of moral education. The Sanjivant has, according 
to its invariable practice, pleaded in favour of the offenders in this case. But 
is it glad to see school-boys forward, wicked, and unruly? School-boy 
immorality has shown itself in the most claring form in the City College 
andin Baboo Surendra Nath Banerjce’s institution, The Sanjivant has used 


( 865 ) 


strong language against the Magistrate of Durbhunga for his sentencing the 


guilty school-boys to be whipped. But considering their offence, the 
sentence does not seem to have been improper. 


7. The Séraswat Patra, of the 6th 
September, has the following :— 

Whenever any nation has wanted to have its litigation conducted in 
accordance with the principles of truth and justice, it has introduced among 
itself some sort of jury trial. Hence arose the Sabhdsad system of the 
ancient Hindus, and the jury system of the modern English. There can be 
no doubt that a properly chosen jury is the best agency for the dispensation 
of justice, and this system of trial should be widely introduced in all: civilised 
countries where truth is held in high esteem. The people of this country 
desire an extension of the system of jury trial, but the Government is said to 
be anxious to abolish it altogether on the ground of its being unsuited to the 
circumstances of the country. It is true that the jury system is not working 
satisfactorily in India, but that is not because the country is not suited to 
the system. Certainly it would be absurd to say that the country which has 
known the jury system in some form or other from the earliest times (for 
what else were the arbitration and the punchayet systems of the former 
times ?), and which can produce men fit to fill the District Judgeships and the 
District Magistrateships in the mofussil and the Chief Justiceship of the 
High Court, cannot produce men fit to act as jurors. The jury system has 
been a failure in this country chiefly owing to the mode of selecting jurors. 
Most of the educated classes, such as high Government officials, clergymen, 
and medical men have been exempted by law from the liability to act as jurors. 
Of the learned professions there remain only the legal and the educational 
from among the members of which jurors can be chosen, but even the distin- 
guished members of these two professions resort to all sorts of subterfuges 
to evade being called upon to act on the jury. So it is easy to guess what 
sort of people generally constitute a jury in this country. Men who constitute 
an Indian jury can be classed under one of the following six heads :— 


Jury trial. 


(1) Men who are fit to act as jurors, but whose presence on the jury 
serves no useful purpose because their verdicts conflict in 
a large number of cases with those of the majority. 

(2) Men who, though educated and cumpetent, yet make it a poiot 
to show their independence by opposing every opinion of the 
Judge, whether such opposition is reasonable or not. 

(3) Men who, being of an irresolute and over-scrupulous character 
are always ready to give the prisoner the benefit of a 
doubt. 

(4) Men who allow themselves to be influenced by considerations of 
friendship. 

(5) Men too ignorant to act as jurors, and who feel relieved as soon 
as they have given one of the two verdicts ‘guilty’ or 
‘not guilty.’ 

(6) Men whose verdict can be purchased for a bottle or two of wine 
in places of ill-fame. 


It is really a wonder how the last class of men, irresponsible creatures as 
they are, come to be chosen as jurors. 

Thus it will be seen that neither the system nor the country is at fault, 
and that it is only the faulty mode of selecting the jurors that is wholly 
responsible for the failure of the system in India. Make a judicious selec- 
lion of jurors and the system will produce the desired effects. Really competent 
men should not be allowed to evade the liability to act as jurors, and means 
should be adopted to include the names of such men alone in the jury list. 


SARASWAT PATRA 
Sept. 6th, 1890. 
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Registration Act. 
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8. A correspondent has written to the 
Sanjtvani, of the 6th September, to the follow. 
ing effect :— . 

On going to visit a certain subdivision, the correspondent met a 
peasant, who fell at his feet weeping and said that he bad presented a deed 
for registration. It was not registered, but sent to the Collector, who destroyed 
the stamp and ordered him to pay a fine of Re. 5. The facts of the case are 
that the man, having been misinformed by a court amlah, made out his deed 
on an 8-anna stamp paper, whilst it should have been written on paper 
worth Re. 1. No doubt the man’s punishment was quite in keeping with 
the law; but would not the ends of the law have been met by the Registrar 
himself punishing the man by simply destroying thestamp? Considering 
that the man is quite illiterate, the punishment inflicted by the Collector 
cannot but be condemned. 

9. The Datnik-o-Sdmachar Chandrika, of the 7th September, says 
that the Dacca case for the restitution of con- 
jugal rights being decided in favour of the defen- 
dant, Hara Sundari, the plaintiff, her husband, was legally liable to pay her the 
cost of the suit, but the Subordinate Judge who tried the case excused him 
the cost on account of his extreme poverty. Could it then have been possibly 
the intention of the noble-minded Subordinate Judge to send the man fo jail 
for inability to pay the cost ? 

The decision of the Subordinate Judge is quite consistent with his 
character as a Baboo. The writer is not sure that even an English Judge 
would have come tosuch a decision. The judgment cannot be approved by 
a Hindu, and should be at once appealed against. 

10. The Datnik-o-Sdmdéchdr Chandrika, of the 8th September, has 
the following on the recent decision of the 
High Court in which one Umesa Chandra 
was charged with having negligently caused 


Oppression of a poor man under the 


The Dacea case for the restitution 
of conjugal rights. 


The case of the Hindu widow in 
the High Court Sessions. 


the death of a widow :— 

In this country the women belonging to the poorer classes are 
ordinarily confined in very dirty rooms and have to remain there for some 
days after confinement. (Chamatkari was the mistress of Umesa, was in a 
moribund condition, and gave birth to a still-born child. Under these 
circumstances, no sensible man would expect to see much attention paid 
to cleanliness or other sanitary arrangements in connection with her con- 
finement. The Judge and the Jury may punish Umesa for not having made 
the same arrangements for the confinement of his mistress as are made in the 
Eden Hospital, but no Hindu of experience will blame him on that account. 
It is clear from the evidence of the witnesces in this case that Umesa had 
called in a licentiate of the Calcutta Medical College to treat his mistress. 
But as he was a very poor man he was unable to carry out the instructions 
of the doctor. Chamatkari was therefore found in a filthy state after 
confinement, and even maggots appeared on her person. That was surely 
deplorable, but Umesa could not be expected to do what was beyond his 
means. 

The very fact that Umesa brought Chamatkari to the Eden Hospital 
shews that he was anxious to save the life of his mistress. That he 
brought her to the hospital in a cart was because he could not afford 
to hire a better conveyance. Of the Jury who were empanelled in this 
case, eight were Baboos and one was a Saheb. Among the Baboos there 
was Mr. P. K. Ray, who is a Brahmo and bad been to England. The 
writer cannot believe that these Baboos have any knowledge of the life led 
by ‘poor people in the mofussil, of the way in which their women pass 
their confinement, of the condition in which poor people are brought 
to the bank of the Ganges, of the kind of houses in which they are lodged, 
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and of such like matters. It is also doubtful whether or not they know 
how desirable it is for a Hindu to die on the bank of the Ganges in the 
possession of bis senses. In the trial of such cases as this the best Jury 
would be a Jury composed not of Calcutta Baboos, but of Pandits from 
Bhatpara. The Calcutta Baboos are unfit to sit as Jurors in cases involving 
questions of Hindu religion and Hindu manners and customs. 


It was attempted to be shewn that as the house of Umesa was only 
seven minutes’ walk from the river-bank, Umesa acted from a bad motive 
ia bringing Chamatkari to the riverside so long before she was éxpected 
to die. But there is, on the other side, the doctor’s statement that Umesa 
did not make use of any illegal method in procuring Chamatkari’s delivery. 
The Judge and the Jury no doubt believed with the Standing Counsel that 
Umesa tried to get rid of his mistress and so they held him guilty. 


But if they had known that poor men, as a matter of fact, are often obliged 
to shew greater neglect to their wives than U mesa showed to his mistress, 
they would not have held him guilty. All respectable and educated men 
who know the condition of the people in the mofussil and who are not 
Baboos are, like the writer, condemning the decision of the High Court in 
this case. 


Perhaps the fact of Umesa having given his mistress a false name in 
the Eden Hospital prejudiced him in the eyes of the Judge and Jury. But 
it should be borne in mind that as his mistress was no other than the widow 
of his brotner he may have been naturally anxious to conceal her name. 
Does not Mr. Justice Prinsep know that in English society fallen women 
have to pass themselves off as friends of their paramour? There has been in 
fact a failure of justice in this case. Henceforward people will not dare 
to bring their dying friends and relations to the river-bank. As the case 
of Hari Mohan Maiti has furnished the Baboo reformers and the bypocri- 
tical foreign friends of India with a handle for protest against early 
marriage, so this case may furnish them with a handle for protest against the 
Hindoo practice of taking dying men to the riverside. 


(d)— Education. 


Jl. The Sahkachar, of the 3rd September, says that, though the 
majority of the Indian population are agricul- 
turists, the rulers of the county have as yet 
done nothing to improve its agriculture. It 
is true that there is an agricultural department ;-and if the writing of 
agricultural reports from Simla can have anything to do with the improve- 
ment of agriculture, Government must be admitted to be doing enough in 
that direction. Sometimes ploughs of a new pattern and seeds of new 
kinds are talked of, and some one is at times sent to Europe to learn 
sericulture. But all this has led to no result. Some time ago Government 
established model farms. But as their managers were Europeans who were 
ignorant of the native methods of agriculture, the people could reap no 
benefit from those farms. But Government should no longer remain 
indifferent in the matter. Since 1881 the population of India must have 
increased at least by two crores of souls, and where is the food for this 
increased population to come from? In this matter the efforts of individuals 
can do nothing and Government itself should take the lead, All indigenous 
schools in the villages should be divided into circles and agricultural 
Classes should be opened in all places. A class of teachers should also be 
appointed to teach agriculture after the manner of circle pundits. It is 
also not a difficult thing to write easy books onthe subject. Agricultural 
schools should also be established at different places. 


Establishment of 


Agricultural 
schools, 


SAHACHAR, 


Sept, 3rd, 1899. 
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y : SURABHI-O-PATAKA, 12. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 5th September, refers to the 
Bi | Sept. Sth 1890 ae Ripon College disaffiliation case, and hopes 
Hi | saa te Ripon College disafhiation for various reasons that the Syndicate will 
Bi | this time show a little favour to that College, 
ik ‘Perhaps that will be sufficient warning to other colleges. 
it tite Cait 138. The Urdu Guide Darussaltanat, of the 5th September, is glad 
fi DanvseaLTanar, to learn that an enquiry is being made into 
| sept 6th, 1890, The new Mahomedan boarding-house the complaint of mismanagement made against 
Li nee the authorities of the new Mahomedan 
iH boarding-house in Calcutta (see R. N. P., 26th July 1890, para- 
Bi graph 23). But the way in which the enquiry is being conducted js 
ar | not likely to lead to any good results. ‘The Principal of the Madrassah is 
ah) requested to dismiss the present manager of the boarding-house and to 
me appoint a more trustworthy teacher of the Madrassah in his place. 
ii meen 14. The Bangabdst, of the 6tl September, asks the Syndicate of the 
1 ia: Ons, 1008 Calcutta University to reconsider the question 
i ous ,, “isaffiliation of the Ripon of the disaffiliation of the Ripon College; 
Wei otherwise the disgrace of Surendra Nath 
| Banerji will make every Indian hide his face for very shame, and the 
| ridicule of the English and the Indian public will be too much to bear. 
, an People will lose all faith in the professions Baboo Surendra Nath makes in 
1 his speeches and the Congress itself will be scandalised. The clamour 
i ‘in Calcutta will be too much for the human ear to bear, and even 
hi educated native ladies will grow noisy. The Syndicate therefore should 
| vie reconsider the question and restore the disaffiliated college to life. That 
Wa will not, however, remove the stain which has attached to the reputation 
ie of the College, but that does not matter. Tne seat of learning, the 
weet University itself, is not likely to fare much better in that respect. 
1a ‘ecciiaiiihe 15. “The Sanjivanz, of the 6th September, says that the Syndicate 
bay Sept. 6th, 1890. | of the Calcutta University was wrong in 
ai the Rinne College,” Cancidate “om assuring the candidate for the last B. L. 
ie Examination, who is the occasion of the dis- 

‘aa affiliation of the Ripon College, that he had no cause for fear. The man 
pag who could pass the B. L. Examination fraudulently ought not certainly to 
baP be allowed to practise as a lawyer. This gentleman is the head-masier of 
ag the Senhati school, and his pupils will no doubt learn very excellent 
had morality from him. : 

3 Me PD arvin-o-SaMacttan 16. The Dainth-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 9th September, says 
ae None ek, Ye ae aes : that the Suvarnavanikas have no status in 
be vt uvarnavanikas in the Hindu hostel. . ° 

ie respectable Hindu society, and even the water 

! by touched by them is considered defiled by all true Hindus. This being the 

he case, the boys of the Suvarnavanika caste should not be allowed to reside 

mo in the Hindu hostel. Hindu gentlemen in the mofussil now send their 

; \ i children to the hostel ; but they will refuse to do so if they learn that their 

mii boys will have to associate with Suvarnavanikas there. It is hoped that 
| a Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukerji, Bahadur, who is one of the managers of 

es the hostel, will see that no Suvarnavanika is admitted into it. What the 

ae editor of the Zndian Mirror has said on the subject cannot be accepted. 
He) If for some reason or other two Suvarnavanikas have been allowed to put 
(ee up in the Hindu hostel, it has been certainly wrong. The editor of the 
ihe Indian Mirror, being a lawyer, ought to know that improper acts can never 
af acquire the force of precedent. 
on bar S1K-0-SAMACHAR 17. The same paper says that, though the Senate of the Calcutta 
i CHANDRIKA. we | University referred the question of the dis- 
Lei Callas. saliliation of the Ripon affiliation of the Ripon College back to the 
nt ; Syndicate out of respect to that body, the 
a latter have in a manner affirm 


ed their previous resolution on the subject, and 
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thereby insulted the Senate. Instead of recommending the disaffiliation of 
the third-year law class of the Ripon College fora year, they have pro- 
posed the disaffiliation of that class only fromthe month of October. The 
Senate will not probably accept this resolution of the Syndicate. The public 
can never approve of ten members of the Syndicate thus insulting 70 or 
3) members of the Senate. The Syndicate is probably trying to insult the 
Senate with the help of the Chancellor. The writer has all along felt dise 
pleased at the conduct of the Syndicate. The Syndicate is gradually becom- 
ing guilty of extremely improper conduct, and public dissatisfaction too is 
reaching its climax. 

18. The same paper, of the 10th September, says that the 
Syndicate’s resolution to disaffiliate the 
Ripon College in law being one that is 
calculated to deal a fatal blow to the law department of that college, and the 
Senate not wishing to inflict such a heavy punishment, the question was 
referred back to the Syndicate for reconsideration. But the Syndicate is 
resolved to treat the Senate with contempt : the Senate too on its part is 
equally determined not to brook any such insult in silence. A meeting 
will therefore be convened to call the Syndicate to order for its insubordi- 
nation and insolence. It is said that the members of the Syndicate will 
resign if the Senate refuses to adopt their decision in regard to the Ripon 
College. That the Syndicate dare to take such liberty is because they have 
all along been treated with undue indulgence by the Senate. Sir Alfred 
Croft is the root of the whole mischief. He wants to ruin the University 


as he has ruined the Education Department. He is the Serajuddowlah of 
the Education Department. 


The Ripon College affair. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 

19. The Sanjivanz, of the 6th September, says that some rate-payers 

ee of the Jamalpore Municipality, in the Mymen- 

Mymentingh etree Paty in the singh district, and some other people sub- 

mitted a petition to the Divisional Commis- 

sioner, praying for the abolition of the Jamalpore Municipality on the 
following grounds :— 

(1) That the municipality is committing oppression on the rate- 
payers by its bye-laws. 

(2) That the municipality was established without proper notice 
of its proposed establishment having been previously given 
under section 8 of Act IIT of 1884. : 

(3) That the municipality is very small, the number of people 
residing within its limits being only one thousand. 

(4) That three-fourths of the rate-payers are agriculturists. 

(5) That the villages included within the municipality are at great 
distances from the town proper, being separated therefrom 
by wide fields and beels. 

(6) That the town proper consists of not more than 250 residents. 

The writer makes the following remarks sertaéem on the grounds thus 
set forth in the petition :— 

(1) That the municipality has not yet passed any bye-laws at all : 
even those that have been framed by it have not yet 
received the assent of the Magistrate, and have not come 
into operation. 

(2) That the municipality was established in 1869, that is, 15 
years before the passing of Act IIT of 1884. 

(3) That the area included in the municipality is 12 square miles, 
and that the municipality counts a population of not less 
than 12,000 souls, asshown by the late census, That 
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the place isinhabited by a large number of tradesmen 
and some rajas, zemindars, and talukdars also, 
(4) That the number of rate-payers is 2,375, of which only 1,104 
are agriculturists and 1,271 follow other professions, 
(5) That the town proper, being ward No. I of the municipality, 
is not removed from the other wards by more than a 
mile or so, with the exception of only two or three 
villages, which are separated from it by some fields, 
(6) That — town contains a population of more than a thousand 
souls. 
The Jamalpore Municipality has been in existence for the last twenty years, 
and during that period it has established an Entrance school, a girls’ school, 
a pathsala, and a charitable dispensary. It has also sunk a number of 
wells and excavated some ponds for the supply of drinking water. At the 
same time it has not neglected the construction of roads, &c., though it 
cannot be denied that there still exist roads within the municipality which 
are difficult to pass. It is not unreasonable to hope therefore that the 
authorities will not do the people of Jamalpore the injustice to abolish the 
municipality at the representation of a few rate-payers. ven the few 
signatures that are appended to the petition have been obtained through 
misrepresentation and fraud. Baboo Govinda Prasad Neogi, a Pleader, and 
formerly the Chairman of the municipality, for instance, was induced to put 
his signature to a quite different petition, setting forth some grievances of 
the rate-payers about the levy of the night-soil tax, and protesting against 
the proposed bye-laws, and then bis signature was faudulently transferred to 
the petition in question without his knowledge. Baboo Govinda Prasad, 
however, has made this fraud known to the Chairman of the municipality. 
Several other gentlemen also, whose signatures have been similarly tampered 
with, have brought the matter to his notice. It is hoped the Magistrate 
will make a proper investigation and do justice in the matter. 
The Deputy Magistrate was deputed to enquire into the matters set 
forth in the petition and has submitted his report. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


20. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 4th September, complains of 
the neglected condition of the road between 
Sadullapore and Balua in the Rungpore district. 
The District Board is quite indifferent in the matter. The Collector of the 
district is requested to visit the road and rouse the District Board to a sense 
of its duty. 
21. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 5th September, has learnt that 
i a henceforward the Calcutta Up Mail will not stop 
Mail at the Chandernagore station, @t the Chandernagore station. Now, as Chan- 
dernagore is a place of importance and inhabited 
by a large number of respectable native and European gentlemen, there is 
no reason why the Mail should not stop at that station. 
22. The Samayd, of the 5th September, says that the authorities 
: , should appoint some Bengali gentleman to 
une of the Nalhati_ succeed Baboo Ramgati Mukerjee as Manager 
of the Nalhati State Railway. As Baboo 
Ramgati has discharged the duties of his post satisfactorily, there cannot be 
any objection to appoint a Bengali in his place. The post should be given, 
at any rate, to a native gentleman. 
23. The Kasipore Nibdsi, of the first fortnight of the month of Bhadra, 
says that the greater portion of the district of 


A. road in the Rungpore district. 


A proposed canal in the district 


of Barisal. Barisal has been flooded this year. Gboila, too, 18 
flooded, and strong currents of water are 
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g roads. The reason why Goila is flooded every year is that 
tlet to the west of the khal, which now flows up to the local 


running on it 
gs no outlet t 
Lakhs of bighas of land may be reclaimed and made fit for cultivation 


khal in question is joined with the river GQhagharin the west. The 


ld took to the matter. 


(h)— General. 
94, he Chdruvartd, of the lst September, says that if the minimum 


authorities shou 


CHARUVARTA 
Sept. 1st, 1890. 


assessable income under the Income-tax Act had 
: been fixed at Rs. 1,000, there would have been 
some hope of poor people eacaping the hardship of the tax, But, as it is, 
even people whose income does not exceed Rs, 200 per annum are assessed 
to it. The Lieutenant-Governor has himself admitted that in a country 
like India a correct assessment of income is always a very difficult task, 
May it be hoped, therefore, that the authorities will see their way to abolish- 
ing the tax, now that there is a surplus in the budget P Instead of 
creating a famine fund again, the surplus would be better utilised in 
removing the too heavy burden of the income-tax from the shoulders of 
the people. If the total abolition of the tax is considered impracticable, the 
minimum amount of assessable income should be raised from Rs. 500 
to Rs. 1,000. 


The income-tax. 


vant, of the 2nd September, says that as most Borpwax Sawsvant, 
Sept. 2nd, 1890. 


95. The Burdwan Sanji 
of the new pleaders of the Burdwan courts have 
tax on the new pleaders of the little or no practice, the effect of assessing them 
to the income-tax will be either to compel them 
to pay the tax with the object of saving their reputation, or to cause them to 
make the humiliating confession that they have not the means of paying it. 
The assessing officer is therefore asked to make a careful enquiry before 
assessing any of the new pleaders to the tax. 

26. A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 8th September, 


The assessment of the income- 


Burdwan courts. 


Som PRAKASB, 


Sept. 8th, 1890. 


complains of the oppression committed by the 
officers of the sub-registry office at Birahi, a 
village within the jurisdiction of the Chakda thana in sub-division Rana- 
ghat. People who have got documents to register have to pay more than 
what they can be legally required to pay. An application against the Sub- 
Registrar will be soon made to the Inspector-General of Registration. 
enquiry will reveal the amount of the oppression which is now committed 
by the Sub-Registrar. 


The Sub-Registrar of Berahi, a 
village in the Ranaghat sub-division. 


III.—LeEGisLative. 
27. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 28th August, says that the raising of 


BHaRaT MITRa, 


Aug. 28th, 1890. 


the age of consent above the present limit 
will conflict with the Hindu shastras. 
when the law and the shastras become conflicting, the people will no doubt 
follow the injunctions laid down in the shastras. The law will thus either 
become a dead letter, or will only prove a new engine of oppression in the 
hands of the police. 


28. The Datnik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 8th September, says 


The age of consent. 


AINIK-0-SAMACHAR 


CHANDRIKA, 


that it has been ascertained that there are in sept. sth, 1990. 


The proposed leprosy law. all about a lakh of lepers in British India. 


And as the population of British India is 20 crores, the ratio of lepers to 
the entire population is*5 per 1,000. This means that, practically speaking, 
there are no lepers in India, and yet the authorities are extremely anxious to 
pass a leprosy law. 
29. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 11th September, says that Sir %s“v4p Peasaaxas, 
The exvected vacanciesin the Indian Jvamesa Chandra Mitra and the Hon’ble Pandit 
Ajiodbyanath should be appointed members of 


Legislative Council. 


Sept. llth, 1890. 
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SURABHI-0-PaTaKa, 
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Sept. Sth, 1890. 
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the Indian Legislative Council in place of the Hon’ble Raja Durgacharan 
Laha and the Hon’ble Syed Amir Hossain, who will soon go out. 


V.—PRosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 

30. The Sahachar, of the . Saree psi says the greater 
ortion of Bengal proper has been flooded th; 

oe sae Strong sabinhen of water are ean 
on both sides of the Eastern Bengal Railway line, and people have had to 
take shelter upon machans and high lands. Cattle are dying and milch- 
cows are in some places selling at Re. 1-4 per head. The force of the 
inundation is rather strong near Bogula. The railway line near Bangram 
is under water, and people are using boats for the purpose of going from one 
place to another. The District Boards and municipalities will be able to do 
nothing for the people in their distress, and unless Government distributes 

relief with a free hand large numbers of them will die of starvation. 

31. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 5th September, says that this year 

Floods in Bengal and the duty of the floods in this country have been as severe 
Government. as in the year 1885. And as the embankment 
at Lalitakuri has given way, severe distress will be felt in the flooded districts 
of Murshidabad, Nuddea, and Jessore. The Revd. Mr. Clifford has already 
asked for subscriptions on behalf of Native Christians, and the Bangabdst 
newspaper is also collecting money for the relief of the distressed. Baboo 
Krishna Chandra Banerji, sub-editor of that paper, has already started to 
inspect the flooded places and to distribute relief among the inhabitants. It 
is surely the duty of the people to contribute money for the relief of their dis- 
tressed countrymen, but it is Government which is chiefly responsible in the 
matter. Ifthe public comes forward, year after year, to aid people suffering 
from the effects of the floods, then Government may by and by forget its 
own responsibility and withdraw itself completely from the work of distribut- 
ing relief. When the Permanent Settlement was made, Government took upon 
itself the duty of protecting its subjects from floods and other dangers. It 
established toll stations in the districts of Nuddea and Murshidabad with the 
express object of applying their income to the maintenance of embankments 
in those districts, And now that these embankments have given way and 
those districts have been flooded, it is the duty of the public to remind Gov- 
ernment of its promises in this matter. Two years ago when Baboo Baikuntha 
Nath Sen of Berhampore drew the attention of Government to the matter, 
it promised to take the necessary steps, but it has taken no steps yet. 

32. The Samaya, of the 5th September, says, on the authority of 
correspondent writing from Nityanandapore, in 
the district of Jessore, that the floods in that 
district have been of an unprecedented character. As snakes have taken 
shelter in men’s houses there haye been many cases of snake-bite. This part 
of the country is inhabited by a low class of people who are unable to make 
their distress known to Government. The mahajans are unwilling to lend 
paddy to the cultivators, because they fear that scarcity will soon make its 
appearance. The people arein very great distress, and unless Government 
sends them timely relief, a great number of them will die of starvation. The 
writer is, however, very glad that Government is ready to help the people. 
But the wealthy among them should also co-operate with Government in the 
matter. The Christian missionaries are raising subscriptions and people 
should imitate their example. 

33. The Pratikér, of the 5th September, says that the Magistrate of 

The Magistrate of Murshidabad ana Murshidabad deserves the thanks of the public 
relief of distress. for his energetic efforts to relieve the distress 
of the people. He visited the mofussil both before and after the floods. 
It is true that the help he can afford will not be adequate relief to the sufferers, 
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but there * be no doubt that his timely efforts will save many poor people 
death. : 

wie 94, The Sudhakar, of the 5th September, says that it is not possible 

for Government to afford single-handed 

adequate relief to the people suffering from 

the floods. Unless the public come forward with contributions in aid of 

these dying and distressed people, their sufferings will not be relieved. 

The Bangabdsé is entitled to thanks for raising subscriptions in aid of 
the distressed people and for distributing rice, &c., among them through its 
agents. It 1s to be hoped that the proprietors of other important newspapers 
will follow the example of the Bangabas?. 

95, The Sanjivant, of the 6th September, says that the public cannot 

The Lientenant-Governor and the be too thankful to the Lieutenant-Governor 
relief operations. for the excellent arrangements he has made 
for giving relief to the people suffering from the floods. 

Indeed, a kind-hearted, pious and just ruler like Sir Steuart Bayley 
cannot remain idle at a time when his subjects are in distress. And it 1s 
Bengal’s special good fortune to have him now as her ruler. She may not 
look upon his like again for some time to come. 

36. The following is an extract from the letter of the sub-editor of the 

Distress and relief operations in the Bangabasi, who has gone on a visit to the 
Nuddea district. flooded villages in the Nuddea district, publish- 
ed in the Bangabas? of the 6th September :— 

Baboo Bankubihari Sinha, an inhabitant of Habibpore in the Ranaghat 
subdivision, is regularly supplying the people of Bablaban, Raninagore, 
Nidhirpota, Raipore, Nutangram, Benali, Dhewrepara, Pairadanga, Bogula, 
Katipara and of several other flooded villages with rice, pulses, salt, 
oil, chillies, and onions. Five seers of rice with proportionate quantities of 
other ingredients are being distributed to each individual. This gentleman’s 
magnanimity, benevolence, and sympathy with the poor in their distress 
is really admirable. The sub-editor himself distributed rice among the 
people of Chandannagore, Brahmadanga, Shibnibas, Krishnagore, Pabat- 
khali, Krishnaguoge, Raghunathpore, Shyamnagore, and Paikpara. 

The sub-editor makes a feeling appeal to the people of all classes and 

creeds to open their purse strings and give succour to the needy, who are on 
the verge of death for want of food. Mr. Clifford, the Cnristian missionary, 
has already succeeded in raising a large amount for the relief of the Native 
Christians of the flooded districts of Nuddea, Jessore and Khulna; and 
itis hoped that Hindus, Mahomedans, and people of other nationalities too 
will readily come forward to succour their afflicted countrymen at this time. 
_ A meeting was held the other day at Krishnagore to start relief opera- 
tions, and the District Magistrate, the District Judge, and the elite of the 
Nuddea district all took a deep interest in its proceedings, The Maharaja 
of Nuddea subscribed Rs. 500 and the District Judge Rs. 100, and a 
further subscription of Rs. 100 was raised by means of small contributions. 
But a much larger amount has to be collected, as the water will yet take 
not less than a month to subside, and people must be kept alive by public 
charity during that period. But public charity alone will not be sufficient 
to ward off the danger of afamine. It may enable the people to keep their 
body and soul together till the subsidence of the water, but what are they 
to do when the water has subsided? Their seeds, cattle, implements of 
husbandary—in fact every thing—has been lost, and without the help of 
Government it will be im possible for them to recover from the after-effects of 
the flood. Government should freely grant tuccavt. The proposed ¢uccavi 
grant of Rs. 10,000 for the Nuddea district will fail to meet the require- 
ments of the case. And besides this grant to the peasanty, work must be 
found for the labourers. The chances of a famine are very great. 


Flood and distress. 


SupHAKAR, 
Sept. Sth, 1890. 


SANJIVANT, 
Sept. 6th, 1890, 


BaNGABAS], 
Sept. 6th, 1890. 


nme ie ARES 5 OES SRA E 2 
yt SER, gh Cy A roel Moca Pet RAT 


aie 4 sy 
Ce sk. ek ae 


OORT + ANB Pa 
bo | So 


Pe, dey SAR ee ee 


Lewes. 
aii amaty: 1 U0, 
ae vr 


= mes ‘ . 4 Wei, ee Ar Re, Rss R 
‘ ' ‘ : . cae <7 le <fkagghtorny 72 az : ‘ vm M % > pao SA 
‘ ‘ — z ints ‘ . ’ ‘ Pe + a > seer se “<ct a i ON he wipe : - ‘ 4 “ 4 ha . Doan We y 4 ofA Dye en . — ~ ’ ‘ ss 4 
a wee a " P . . . by, basa ate Sine Ree A , ‘ ésas pe ghhor PaRene i haeee °o« “ . + Stipa + Ral Ape «SA ‘ a ee eee Bien’ «> ee ee ee en ta ee , ofa et gia eeete ie 
n : “ . hers co 7 Sy emg Be ws a oS ES Hy arsed phe SEO yl * ws Fa set ie a ti sciebl a se . ae dl RO ast pee 2 rie’ ; . eileen ee ee = = i: araeer fi : . » : ? ' 
y r . axtibes uh. a ~ ee : ao , pe ae uJ i eS ~ p : ’ ss > Bat os ol baal dis ’ . x OS = SNe Sey 34 * entre r ae: a — a ee See “ ie ae SOE E ES ee Benny A : “ . ; » _ . « 
Baht ™ He RED Ys S.. rs . . , = P t % 5 CER bE Se Ae = bic Poo pw ek pte Pg a Sat ; yas 1 myetred cae nti mas bey oa as ‘ y t oe ' ; . , ~~ 
28 apts . < }ahe ; et Fe . “ \ . tind * es +, ee oe ee ~ te? the ee = NAT ht ») yee me) ‘ E artis Se SHO oe Se a a ~ K ‘ ver : cor baa ae ae “- : - 4 . . eC pieettins +: Tat uating? Pe thy PRR LE ar ’ ‘tapi 
eaeaiiastiadineed : a * ees ER ie Se et at ee fers, gh oe) wy * ee Sa 2, sas _— — En NE A POR banc Ea bs vA ; [ee i “ ; . ~ : - : ‘ - acti te GE EN aa 
to y Me) Re yo P “ * i FE ‘ ; is . ° : et. eis . Sea ee ad . ’ 


a a gan = 
nee ap oe age yo Ra a hp ERS ME GE 
oor ee OO, oe ~ ee << — - 


pt ERA Pom 


1 alge ae 


ate + eee aad , 


: * ie ee gd oe A — ba POT 
RES RR ea itenemtertan amenity” 
> eres Spihnians es % ‘ 3 * vine ome 
, yo “ni se 
Sa. geal Seaieemetnae eo peels: 


n ce Pan ~ 
is es le at cies | dia: basa Bale EO ay ELOY Re Pant hee tee ad DR RR in apt . " ’ 
Vines = Bor Fama ~~ oye Tae 
at EP ne S| <300 a « . s 
t + ae ‘ Ke 
_ fe on Salen eT a ga 
Se ee ae a 
he ee lee , * : ‘s 
Sa on P ; 
ery Pas 7 >» ee 
. oa Pr 4 aes - 
a CR RIIRET., .4ae . ee 
wf “ ' 
Wr ares, od 
yaa * % 
4 Ps fal 7 > 
z C=, 7 A> De - ad t 
C* ys ee ist 


* 
* all ch ee salad ait 
= xe ee 


3 
ARE OS SE oO he SO 


BaNGABAS!, 


Sept. 6th, 1890. 


BANGABASI. 


BaNGABASI. 


BENGAL EXCHANGE 
GAZETTE, 


Sept. 9th, 1890. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Sept. Ist, 1890. 


( 874 ) 


The sub-editor, in conclusion, draws the attention of the authorities ig 
the oppression of the toll-collectors in this time of distress. They are forcib] 
levying tolls on all boats, even on those that are rowed over the submerged 
fields. 

87. The same paper has learnt that the crops in the village of Gar 

Prospects of the crops in a village Bhowanipore, in the Hooghly district, were 
in the Hooghly district. destroyed by the floods in the month of July 
last, and the fresh crops that have been sown after the subsidence of the 
water are fast withering for want of rain. All these crops will be destroyed 
if there be no rain during the next week or two. The outlook is very 

loomy. 
’ 38. The same paper has learnt that excessive rainfall in Batiamari, in 

Scarcity in a village in Goalpara, the Goalpara district, Assam, has destroyed 
Assam. the aus crop. The sali crop could not yet be 
sown. And to add to the misery of the peasantry, an epidemic is prevailing 
among the cattle. The people are already suffering from great scarcity. 


39. The same paper has received accounts 


aia tere of flood and distress from the following places :— 
Places. Districts. 
Dumuria (Jibanagore) _... ise ..  Nuddea 
Hijuli (Ranaghat) ine “0 vin Ditto. 
Maninpore (Chuadanga) ... “+ sie Ditto. 
Khisma (Aranghatta) ... wa soo CRO. 
Shikra ese ve eae Are Ditto. 
Etmampore (Kumarkhali) one _ Ditto. 
Panchgaon ... oe wos we  Noakhally. 
Harmakundu (Jhenidah) ove eos «=: SD OSSOTE. 
Jadubpore (Panchpota) ... 7“ ase Ditto. 
Harisankarpore eve vee oe Ditto. 
— (R ae th ve eee coe —— 
angipore (Raghunathgun us a itto. 
Rajdhenpara nuke ee ove Ditto. 
Manikdaha “an vox ove Furreedpore. 
Nabasan (Maypore) ove ose ee Hooghly. 
Haripore __... ie oe ..  Dinagepore. 
Bhunaguali— 
Bajarpara (Raigunge) ... oe ae, 
Radhanag pre = oe ov Ditto. 
In Behar— 


Purneah. 


40. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 9th September, says that 

The floods in the district of Sarun, 0 district of Sarun having been flooded, Sir 

Steuart Bayley, in his anxiety to bring relief to 

it, has by a resolution entrusted the task to the District Board and the local 

municipalities. It would have been better if the cost of granting relief had 

fallen on the public treasury, and not on the municipalities and the District 
Board. What will have to be done should be done as soon as possible. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


41. The Chdruvdrtd, of the 1st September, says that people are begin- 
ning to criticise the present Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor’s annual tour in the same way as they 
criticised the annual tours of his predecessors. And they are doing this 
only because they hope for great things from His Honour. At the com- 
mencement of his rule it was given out that Sir Steuart Bayley would not 
make long sojourns in the hills like his predecessors, and the public felt 
grateful to His Honour for the announcement. But, alas, although the 
downfall of the Mogul empire bears testimony to the fact that luxury and, 
good government cannot co-exist, still the present Lieutenant-Governor s 
annual tour appears to be made only for the sake of amusement, and there- 
fore produces the same effects as a sojourn in the hills, These annual tours 
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have in fact little to do with an observation of the people’s condition. The 
greater part of the time that His Honour spends in any place in the course 
of these tours is spent in receiving addresses from municipal bodies, and 
in enjoying the feasts and amusements got up by the zemindars. How 
His Honour manages to see the condition of the people during the short 
time that 18 devoted to work is quite inexplicable. But a large amount 
of public money 1s nevertheless annually spent on these tours. 

The Lieutenant-Governor’s following in these tours is annually increas- 
ings Lhe Director of Public Instruction, for instance, has taken to accom- 
panying His Honour ever since his exaltation to the Knighthood, And this 
yeat that official did not hesitate even to go beyond the limits of his official 
jurisdiction for mere pleasure’s sake. It is Sir Alfred Croft’s conduct 
especially that has made the Lieutenant-Governor’s tour so open to 
criticism. 

What is chiefly to be regretted is that, though His Honour has time 
enough for enjoying himself, he cannot make it convenient to visit those parts 
of the country which the people are soliciting His Honour to see. How 
very scandalous have these tours become ! 

42. Tue Sahachar, of the 3rd September, has the following on the 
late Mr. Beadon :— 

Mr. Beadon, who has recently died in 
London, was the eldest son of Sir Cecil Beadon, a former Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal and a great friend of the people. The deceased was a deserving 
officer, but became unpopular in consequenee of his action in the Durbhunga 
Temple case. Perhaps he took the rebuke administered to him by Government 
in that case to heart. He may be admitted to have done a wrong act, but at 
the same time his good qualities must not be forgotten. People will long 
remember what Sir Cecil Beadon did on the occasion of the mutiny. The 
present educational system is greatly indebted to him. Both father and son 
deserve the gratitude of the people. 

43. The same paper has the following on the Durbhunga cow-killing 
case :— 

In the course of his deposition in the Court 
of the Joint-Magistrate, Mr. Faulder has said that some people threw brick- 
bats at him. Upon this the Amrita Bazar Patrika has justly remarked that 
thisessault on Mr. Faulder was due to his own fault, that it is the natural 
result of the erroneous policy adopted by the officials of Government, and that 
the latter are compelling people to take the law into their own hands. Not 
only that, but the acts of the officials are also developing religious bigotry 
among Hindus. And surely there is danger in creating bigotry among a 
people who are already so strict in their religious observances. The 
writer again implores Government to stay the hands of those of its officials 
who are fomenting quarrels between Hindus and Mussulmans on account of 
the Congress movement. This policy of division adopted by the officials will 
not, however, weaken that movement. No, never; for who can arrest 
the flight of a ball issuing from a cannon’s mouth? Hitherto the Mus- 
sulmans always acted with cavtion whenever they had to slaughter cows. 
They slaughtered them in such a manner as not to offend the feelings of 
the Hindus. Cow-slaugbter was unknown among the Bengali Mussulmans. 
But this year the Bengali Mussulmans living on the estates of Hindu 
zemindars attempted to kill cows without paying avy heed to the protests of 
the latter. It is the firm belief of the writer that there are some Europeans at 
the root of all this. It is rumoured, though the writer cannot vouch for the 
truth of the rumour, that the spies employed by a committee are moving 
about everywhere trying to excite Mahomedans against the Hindus. The 
committee know that Hindus help Mussulmans in times of danger ; they also 
how that the real danger to the empire will come from the Mussulmans. 
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They therefore try to weaken them by setting them against the Hindus. 
This coyamittee ought to be found out, and cannot the Amrita Bazar news. 
paper do it? The Mussulmans should alsosee through the trick which is 
being played upon them by designing persons. 

4A, The Pratikdr, of the 5th September, apprehends danger to the 


Quarrels between Hindus and Mus- empire from the frequent disputes that are 
sulmans. taking place between the Hindus and Maho. 


-medans. The Government is warned to be careful in time, as a breach of 


the internal peace of the country will do mischief both to the Government 
and the people. The leaders of the Mahomedan community, too, should 
take timely steps to put a stop to this state of things. All Mahomedans are 
not fools, and the intelligent amongst them should know that encouraging 
such disputes will be to make the country a home of disorder and confusion, 


45. The Samaya, of the 5th September, says that hitherto all officers 
of Government had to produce certificates 
from doctors in the service of Government 
before they were permitted to absent themselves on sick leave. This caused 
much inconvenience to poor clerks. The writer is therefore glad that Sir 
Auckland Colvin has ordered that henceforward short sick leave may be 
granted on the production of certificates from any medical practitioner. A 
similar rule should be passed in Bengal also. 


46. The same paper has the following on the subject of increasing 
the age of consent :— 

There are in the shastras many texts which 
go against the injunction requiring husbands to perform the garbhddhana 
ceremony. Manu, for instance, says that a man of thirty should marry a 
girl of sixteen who is a nagnika (or who has not yet menstruated). Manu 
also says that a girl should wait for three years after her first menstrua- 
tion and then secure a suitable husband. Susruta (the author of the 
celebrated medical work known by his name) says that “a female is called 
valé (girl) up to her sixteenth year, and a taruni (young woman) from her 
16th to the 32nd year; and that if a man who is under 25 cohabits with a girl 
who is under 16 and she becomes pregnant, then the foetus dies in the womb, 
or, if it is born, it does not live long, or, if it lives at all, it lives in a weak 
condition.” If these texts of Sustruta and other authors be accepted, what 
becomes of the injunction about garbhddhdna? Surely those who are 
opposed to raising the age of consent will not dare to say that Susruta is 
beyond the pale of Hindu shastras. If they do say so, then they ought to 
explain what is shastra and what is not. 


47. Tbe same paper refers to the breach in the Lalitakuri embank- 
ment, and is at a loss to see why the embank- 

ment should be breached year after year. Why 
does Government support the worthless follows turned out by Cooper's 
Hill College if they cannot protect an embankment on the bank of the 
Ganges? As the Lalitakuri embankment protects six or seven populous 
districts of Bengal from inundation, it is the duty of Government to protect it 
by every means in its power. The writer cannot believe the statement made 
by the officers in the Public Works Department of Government that 1t 18 
very difficult to protect the Damodar and Lalitakuri embankments. 


48. The Sudhdkar, of the 5th September, has an article headed 

“What is the cause of the quarrels between 

Hiodus and Mussulmans ?” of which the 
following is a translation :— 

The above question naturally presents itself to every mind. Some of 

our able contemporaries are satisfied with simply raising this question, 

while others, in seeking for an explanation, abuse the Mussalmans alone 
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They say that generally speaking the haughty conduct of the Mussulmans is 
the one only cause of such discord. But this explanation cannot stand 
argument. We ask those who express such views to say whether it is the 
Mussulmans that are really the cause of these quarrels? We answer no. 
It will not do to express such opinions on one’s ipse dizit or on the mere 
strength of one’s imagination without seeking to support them by argu- 
ment ? History bears clear testimony to the fact that though the religion 
of the Hindus was sometimes interfered with under Mussulman rule, it was 
in consequence of strong imperial edicts that such interference was made. 
The Hindus freely observed their own religious practices without the least 
opposition from the Mussulman people in general. The Mussulmans too 
freely observed their own religious practices without interference from the 
Hindus. Then Mussulman rule came to an end and English rule com- 
menced. The English Government did not obtain this large empire without 
bloodshed. ‘To maintain Mussulman supremacy intact Hindus poured forth 
their heart’s blood like the Mussulmans. Had there been any ill-feeling 
between Hindus and Mussulmans, not a drop of Hindu blood would 
have been shed for the benefit of the latter. However that may be, gradually 
British rule was firmly established in India. The sun of Moslem 
prosperity set for ever, and both Hindus and Mussulmans were chained 
down under British rule. Thus commenced a new era in Indian history. 
In course of time the Hindus by dint of close application mastered the 
English language, and their progress became greater day by day like the 
waxing moon. Qn the other hand Persian, a language which the Mussulmans 
had always used, having been suddenly banished from Government offices, and 
the Mussulmans themselves having become extremely indolent and luxurious, 
they lagged far behind the Hindus. The door of progress was absolutely 
shut for the time against the Mussulmans on account of their neglecting the 
study of the language of the rulere. This was the dark age for the 
Mussulmans. While during the last one hundred years the Hindus have 
reached the highest pinnacle of education, intelligence, wealth and position, 
the Mussulmans barely exist. 


We have proved in previous issues of the Sudhakar that the present 
new or Western education lies at the root of the ill-feeling between the 
Hindus and Mussulmans. How can the people who are thousands of 
miles behind the Hindus in education, intelligence, and wealth dare to 
ift their hands against them? Why should they do that in the stage of 
their decline which they never did in the days of their ascendency ? 


_ The Mussulmans, in whatever part of the world and in whatever condi- 
tion they may be, must sacrifice cows and eat their flesh. They have from 
time immemorial sacrificed cows in India, and they will do so in future. 
The Mussulmans have not increased cow-slaughter in the least degree. Cow- 
sacrifice, &c., have rather diminished on account of their poverty. Under 
these circumstances, every sensible man must admit that in all quarrels in 
connection with the sacrifice and slaughter of cows Hindus are the aggressors 
and oppress the Mussulmans. The Mussulmans plainly see that Hindus 
occupy all high ranks and positions, such as those of zemindar, talukdar, 
Mahajan, hakim, muktear, pleader, amlah and police officer; it is their 
heyday everywhere, ‘Will any sensible man believe under these circumstances 
that the Mussulmans will quarrel with Hindus where they can possibly avoid 
quarrelling ? The strong naturally oppress the weak. It is impossible for 
the weak to oppress the strong. This is against nature. But when the oppres- 
Sion by the strong exceeds all due bounds and becomes insufferable, the 
weak thinking it better to die resolve to destroy the oppressor. History shows 
many such occurrences, and many ascene of this kind has been enacted on 
rench and English soil. 
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It is now clear that on a perusal of the false statement made in histories 
written by Englishmen that Mussulmans cherished ill-feeling towards Hindys 
the latter are convinced that the Mussulmans oppressed their forefathers 
and that owing to that conviction they have taken to oppressing the 
Mussulmans by way of revenge. This and nothing else is the primary 
cause of the present quarrels between the Hindus and Mussulmans, J), 
addition to this a great agitation baving been made in the country op 
the subject of cow-slaughter, the Hindus have become still more excited. 
Sriman Swami is the chief conductor of this agitation. It is this man that 
has created great mischief by causing a temporary excitement in the hearts 
of the Hindus. Do the Mussulmans slaughter cows simply to wound the 
religious feelings of Hindus? Never. There are not grosser liars than 
those who say so. We ask our generous and impartial Hindu brethren 
whether they can .adduce any satisfactory proof of the fact that the Mussul- 
mans slaughter cows simply to wound the religious feelings of Hindus, 
If not, you must candidly own that it is the Hindus who have kindled this 
fierce flame of animosity with a view to insult, humiliate, and endanger 
Mussulmans at every step. 

Our concluding remark is that it does not speak well for the good sense 
or generosity of the Hindus that, though well educated and advanced in 
every respect, they have set themselves to oppress the poor and distressed 
Mussulmans, their eternal neighbours. It, on the other hand, shows every - 
manner of meanness, indiscretion and wickedness. Tne Hindus will derive 
no good from oppressing and harassing the Mussulmans at every step. On 
the other hand, they will by such conduct close the door for ever against the 
progress of India. 

49. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Dhubri in Assam, 


says that since the publication of the Sudhdkar 
ppObPression of Mussulman ry. 'Y many instances of insufferable oppression of 
Mussulmans by Hindus have come to the notice 
of its Mussulman readers, and caused great pain to all true Mussulmans—that 
is to say, to those who have a real faith io their religion and really sympathise 
with their co-religionists. The correspondent then gives the following 
instance of the oppression of some Mussulman ryots by some zemindar’s 
officers for cow-slaughter. Nearly a year ago the Naib of the Salmara 
zemindari cutcherry of the Gouripore estate within the jurisdiction of 
Dhubri was criminally prosecuted, and with a view to get out of the difficulty 
sought the aid of a Mussulman fakir, who advised him to sacrifice a cow. 
Whereupon the Naib hada cow sacrificed by a Mussulman ryot. Though 
Mussulman ryots were strictly forbidden to slaughter cows by their Hindu 
zemindars, they did not obey this order when they saw a Hindu Naib 
making a sacrifice of acow. After this they slaughtered many cows in every 
Mussulman festival. The zemindar’s officers did not interfere at the time, 
probably with a view to exact heavier fines for the slaughter of a larger 
number of cows. At last a relative of the chief officer of the zemindar came 
to the Salmara cutcherry us head mohurir. After his arrival he enquired 
like a policeman which ryots had slaughtered cows. He then surrounded 
the houses of those Mussulman ryots who had slaughtered cows and - seized 
them and collected Rs. 1,000 in all by subjecting them to tortures and by 
exacting fines from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100. The destitute Mussulman offenders 
were kicked and beaten with shoes on the breast, back and face. The corre- 
spondent concludes as follows :— 

“ Now the question is, how is it that the Mussulmans who maintain the 
zemindary are so cruelly and basely oppressed ? Are these heretics the sole 
rulers of the country? Is there no real king in the couatry ? Are Mussul- 
man brethren so weak? Are they plunged in the depth of degradation ° 
Have they no religion any longer? Are not their hearts filled with 
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excitement at the recollection of the deeds of their forefathers? Are they 
not born of the wombs of their mothers? Does not the blood of their fore- 
fathers flow in their veins? Are they completely incapable of avenging these 
unheard of wrongs? Is there no unity among the Bengal Mussulmans ? 
That they have to suffer such indignities at the hands of Hindus is only 
because fortune is averse to them. There could not be a greater misfortune 
for the unfortunate and lifeless Mussulmans,” 
50. Another correspondent of the same paper writes as follows :— 


I approach you to-day with the news 
Oppression of Mussulman ryots by of  heartrending occurrence, and hope that 
s Hindu zemindar. : So 
you will make room for it in your renowned 
Sudhakar. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, the 12th Ashar (25th June) last, Baboo 
Haradayal Ghosh, a resident of the village Bahra in Tangail and a talukdar, 
called the Mussulman ryots living in the villages over which he exercises his 
authority to his presence and suddenly issued this order :—‘ Those who wish to 
live within my taluk must not slaughter cows from this day. He who will 
slaughter a cow must pay a fine of Rs. 50 and shall be ejected from his home- 
stead without protest.. What oppression! What cruelty! Almost three- 
fourths of his ryots are Mussulmans. But the Baboo has harassed them. 
He has by the application of shoes and clubs raised the rent from 6 and 8 
annas to Rs. 2. He also tried to abolish the Saréam: prevalent in Attiah by 
the same means, but without success. He then satisfied himself by venting 
his spleen upon two or three respectable Mussulman ryots, whom he either 
ousted from their homesteads or deprived of their rights. It can be easily 
imagined that no one would under these circumstances venture to protest or 
murmur against him. On hearing his order the Mussulman ryots remained 
silent, and blankly looked one another in the face. At last one of them 
said with a voice choked with emotion :—*‘ Is it possible for us to disobey 
any order issued by your worship’? 

It is nearly twenty years since the Baboo took these villages (Batra, 
Kokaidar, &c.) on lease from the distinguished Mussulman zemindar of Dacca, 
Nawab Khaja Ashanulla Khan Bahadur. But up to this time, whether 
from a fear of the Nawab or of other Mussulmans, he did not venture to 
issue such an order. But he has now grown bolder, and hence such inso- 
lence. There are to-day wailings among the ryots. The most holy month 
of Jelhajja is come. They are to sacrifice cows on this holy day, and to 
enjoy raptures in prospect of the joys of heaven. But instead of this they 
are rending the heavens with their wailings, and making the air hot with 
their deep sighs. Mussulman brethren! have you heard that the zemindars 
of Kagmari have prohibited the sacrifice and slaughter of cows within their 
zemindaries, that is to say, within the whole Kagmari perguonah ? The ryots 
are nearly dead with fear. They will not venture to bring the matter to the 
notice of Government. Those who will combine to submit a petition will not 
only be beaten with clubs and shoes, and subjected to every manner of indig- 
nity, but will almost run the risk of losing their lives. If any one secretly offers 
4 cow in sacrifice, and if the matter is noised abroad, he is maltreated in a 
manner which breaks every feeling heart. But none dares to protest against 
such maltreatment. Why do not those Mussu!mans of Attiah who are in no 
way connected with Hindus, and do not live under Hindu zemindars, 
sympathise with their miserable brethren? This is very strange. Does 
not the old fiery blood of the Mussulman now flow in your veins? Does 
hot a drop of that blood which was gladly shed on the soil of Africa and in 


far Spain and Portugal—nay almost throughout the world, and which dyed the 


earth red for the maintenance of sacred Moslem glory—still animate your 


breast that you are silent to-day, that you suffer yourself to be trodden 


down, and your religion to be interfered with! How many Mussulman 


SUDHAKAR, 
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SURKABHI-0-PATAKA, 
Sept. Sth, 1890, 


SURABHI-0-PATAKA. 


BANGABABI, 
Sept. 6th, 18h. 


ee 


zemindars and subahs are there in Attiah? We ask, have they eyo, 

interfered with the idolatry of the Hindus, which is so strongly cop. 

demned by the Mussulman religion and whichis so sinful in their eye, o, 

with the accompanying slaughter of harmless creatures like goats, buffaloes 

&c., that the Hindus, as if to avenge such interference, behave 

cruelly towards the Mussulmans? Have they ever interfered with the 

sinful practice of hook-swinging indulged in by the idolatrous Hindys 

on the occasion of the Charak—an occasion in which the Hindus once 

cast into the flames the renowned and much-honoured Mussulman teacher 
Ibrahim Khalil Ullah—that they interfere with the Mahomedan religion ? 
We humbly ask whether the renowned Nawab Sahib has issued any 
such unjust order to the Babu that he has set himself to wreak vengeance | 
upon the Mussulmans. It is not also easy to see on the authority of what 
law this Babu and other Hindu zemindars interfere with the Mahomedan 
religion. Are they not aware that interference with another’s religion is q 
heavily punishable offence under English rule? If the Mussulmans 
of Attiah, the Mussulman zemindar, the renowned Nawab Sahib, and all 
educated Mussulmans make an agitation, they will be able to remove the 
sufferings of their poor Mussulman brethren, and enable them to observe their 
religious practices, and thus do a highly religious act. We now humbly: pray 
to Government to listen to our cries, and to put a stop to this interference 
with our religion. 

51. The Surabhi-o-Patéké, of the 5th 


ering ateoncnege September, has the following on the late 


Mr. Beadon :— 


Have the readers of this paper forgotten Mr. Beadon, the hero of the 
Durbhanga temple demolition case? How deeply he pained the hearts of 
the Hindus is not to be forgotten. News of his death from dysentery has 
now come. ‘The writer is sorry for his death. The commission of improper 
acts is followed by repentance in every human heart. Mr. Beadon has there- 
fore had to take leave of this world with a repentant heart. 


52. The same paper says that the Bengalis must no longer expect to 
fare well under the English rule It has now 
become very difficult for them to procure 
situations even in Bengal proper. They have also no prospects in newly- 
conquered Upper Burma. The reader of General Strachey’s Circular knows 
that an attempt is being made to drive Bengalis from the railway department. 
There was a time when Englishmen considered the Bengalis as their friends, 
but they are now looked upon as enemies by them. Mussulmans are now 
greatly favoured by the authorities with the view of setting them against the 
Hindus, . Is it proper for the Government to make use of such mean arts? 


53. The Bangabdst, of the 6th September, says that the agitation of 
the so-called reformers for the. abolition of 
the practice of early marriage need cause 00 
anxiety to the Hindu community, for it 1s 
certain that the authorities will not be moved by the representations of 
these men, who area disgrace to their society and religion. However much 
the English rulers may dislike the manners and customs enjoined upon the 
Hindus by their shastras, they know well enough that to forcibly interfere 
with those manners and customs will not be for the good of English rule. 
But it is clear that the agitation has caused some anxiety to the Hindus, 
for a meeting was held on the 28rd August last at Dainhat in Burdwan, 
where pundits from several places assembled to discuss the early marriage 
question. The questions proposed for the consideration of the meeting were— 


(1) What is the proper age for the marriage of Hindu girls according 
to the Shastras ? | 


Bengalis under the English rule. 


The question of early marriage and 
the Hindus, 
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(2) If a married girl attains ber puberty before her tenth year, 
whether her husband is guilty of a sinful omission by not 
cohabiting with her at that time? | 

The answers given to these questions by the meeting were respectively 
3 follows :— 

(1) The proper age for the marriage of Hindu girls according to 
the shastras is between the eighth and tenth year. 

(2) The shastras positively affirm that both the husband and wife 
become guilty of a sinful omission by not cohabiting at 
the first attainment of puberty by the wife, at whatever age 
that may happen. 

The writer does not see any present necessity for holding such 
meetings. ‘They may be and ought to be held when occasion requires. 
For the present, the Government has perceived that the reformers are not 
within the pale of Hindu society; and if the necessity arises it will also be 
made to perceive that Hindu society has yet some vitality left in it. 

54. The Sanjtvani, of the 6th September, has come to learn that some 
Bunos (wild people) in the Narail sub-division 
of the Jessore district, having their homes 
submerged by the recent floods, built some 
cottages by the side of the road which runs close to their former habitations. 
But the Deputy Magistrate of Narail is said to have ejected them from the 
place. They are thus compelled to live in huts built on bamboo scaffoldings. 
If the report be correct, the Deputy Magistrate’s conduct must be very re- 
prehensible. 

55. The Saraswat Patra, of the 6th September, says that the state- 
ment in the Sudhakar, of the 29th Aucust, 
to the effect that the Rajas of Bhowal in 
Dacca have prohibited their Mahomedan ryots 
to make sacrifices of cows on festive occasions has been ascertained on 
enquiry to be wholly unfounded (see R. N. P., 6th September 1890, 
paragraph 57). Bhowal has never witnessed any squabble between Hindus 
and Mahomedans on account of cow-slaughter. 

56. The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 8th September, says that 

Oppression of natives by English- angers and troubles caused by divine and 
men, human agency alike are on the increase in 
India under British rule. The inhuman cruelties which used to be perpe- 
trated on his subjects by the Nawab Serajuddowlah, such as as ripping open 
the wombs of enciente women, would appear to be tolerable compared 
with the oppressions which are now committed on the people of this 
country. The cruelties perpetrated by Englishmen on the Indians appear 
still more atrocious when it is remembered that Seraj was really a Rakshas 
by nature and a human being only in name, whereas Englishmen compare 
themselves to gods and yet act more heinously than Aakshasas. Consider- 
ing the‘manner in which European soldiers possessed of the nature of tigers 
kill natives of India like the jackal-like Selim and others, how can one 
- disposed to call Englishmen human beings, not to think of calling them 
gods | 

The railway lines laid in this country by the English were laid no doubt 
for the good of the people, but even this well-meaat service of the Englishman 
has become, by some defect in the working of the railways or through the ill- 
luck of the natives, only a meansof killing natives. Many people have come 
to believe, in consequence, that the uppermost thought in every Englishman’s 
mind now is how the natives can be killed. What a vast number of natives 


The Deputy Magistrate of Narail in 
the Jessore district. 


The Sudhdékar and the Rajas of 
Bhowal in the Dacca district. 


have died by railway accidents since the too well remembered accident at 


Syamnagar ? And the number of such accidents instead of diminishing is fast 
increasing, 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 6th, 1890. 


SARASWAT PATRA, 
Sept. 6th, 1890, 
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Som PRAKASH, 57. The Som Prakash, of the 8th September, says that by ordering 
ner The Lientenant-Governor and dis. at the last Conference held in the office of the 
tribution of relief. Presidency Commissioner the distribution of 
relief under the provisions of the Agricultural Loans Act to the distresseq 
eople in the flooded districts of Moorshedabad and Nuddea, the Lieutenant. 
Bovarber has won the sincere ett - native public. j 
SoM PRAKASH. , € same paper refers to th 
te aan agitation on the subject of raising the age of 
consent, and remarks as follows :-— 

It is improper to ask Government to raise the age of consent on the 
strength of a solitary case like that of Hari Mohan Maiti. The raising of 
the age of consent will in many cases stand in the way of the observance of 
the ceremony of garbhddhana and will thus cause an interference with the 
Hindu religion. Again, as the present law regarding the age of consent has 

‘s.. practically remained a dead letter, what is the good of makinga law which 
“« will not be observed ? 

ee 2 en 59. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 9th September, says 
Sept. 9th, 1890. "The Zndiam Mirror on the question thatas the Indian Datly News and other Anglo- 
of raising the age of consent. Indian papers are apt to take the Indian 
Mirror as representing the views of the Hindu community on the question of 
raising the age of consent, they should be given to understand that that 
newspaper is not the mouthpiece of the Hindu community on such questions. 
"io ia a 60. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 10th September, is glad to learn 
ees that Sir John Edgar has fully recovered his 

health in England. 
DaInik-0-SaMacHaR 61. Referring to the pre oe — vs rg a 
Sept. 12th, 1890. ’ ee eee Dainr =Q- amuac ar andri a, or the th 
| erase onthe sealers Septemher, says that the Hindus have no con- 
fidence in Malabari, nor in Lords Northbrook, Ripon, and Dufferin, and the 
writer is particularly sorry to see a man like Lord Ripon joining such a 

movement. — 

The St. James’s Gazette has rightly warned their Lordships to be 
careful in this matter. The Gazeéte is quite,right in thinking that efforts 
like these to reform Hindu society will produce mischievous results. Any 
attempt on the part of Government to interfere with the marriage system of 


the Hindus will involve it in difficulty. 


Sir John Edgar. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


| Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 13th September 1890. 


W. J. and others—Beng. Sect. Press—Reg. No, 60690-—70— 16.9-90, 


